DIAPER AND BAR PATTERNS

by Mistress Rowena Axeldottar

[The following article is presented in its original (multiple-generation copied) format. It
was originally written in A.S. XVL. I found it to be an invaluable tool when planning
scrolls. I hope you find it useful, too. —Conna]
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& A Collection of Diaperand Bar Paitem; for The
Medieval IMluminator, Presented this 20th da
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1 am preseniting here a randomly qathered collection of diaperand
bar patterns used by medieval illuminators in Europe. Jhe colle-

ction 15 arranged by country and the patterns are dated vhere po-
ssible. Jhe scale of the diaper patterns approximates what ap-

peared to be the size of the pattern inthe original {llumination.
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Jhe diaper patterus which are shown here are ones that have a qeo-~
metric grid. T havenot included. any other type of diapering.
Jhe bar patterns are ones that ate executed with clean lines.
I have not iacluded any of the painterly patterns. Ao
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Because manyy of the sources that 1 worked with were black andl
white veproductions;, I could not always indicate the colors. How-
ever, because of its luminosity, oftena patternappeared to have gold
worlted init. Jherefore, many references are tnade to a pattern that
“seems to be qold work.” I also use the phrase “ona color qround?”

Jhis means that the background of the pattern is of sorune color.
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Jhe books used in preparing this collection ate as follows.

Mediaeval Book Tlumiaation in Furope, by Edith Rethe, 1966. M
Jhe Iluminated Manuscript, by Janet Backhouse, Phaidon Press, 1974,
Miniatura d Piacenza, by Arturo Quintavalle, Neri Porza £ditore, Venezia, 1963,
English lllumination, by O. £1frida Saunders, Hacker Art Books, 1969.Z54]
The Trés Riches Heures of Jean, Duke of Berry, George Brariller, Inc., 1969.
JheVisconti Hours, George Braziller, New York, 1971, GS
Illuminated Manuscripts in the Bodlzian Library Oxford, Oxford University
[ Press ,; 1966, PAYAVAY AVAY A AN A AN AN AN BN A NN

Tluminated Manyscripts from {he Bibliothdque of Jheir Highnesses the Dukes
d’Arenberg, Jacques Seligman and Company, 1951. %ﬁ%
Jhe Dook of Houts of Cathering of Clevess John Plummer. |
Studien Zur Buchmaletrie und GoldschmiedeXunst des mirtelalters, Marburg

ander Iahn, 1967 A AN A A AN A A AN AV A AR ANAX |
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[j Qscot Psafter 1210
a

g‘ Jfis pattern is 6ands of
o § dark cofor on a (fsht cofor

ground with white file
squares (outline an(3 ~not 5a1id) .
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OB O5cot Psalter
? c.1270

V7" on 3 light blue ground , with
“little white squates snd white
dots. Jnere are qold circles at the inter~
sections of the daTX bands.

York Psalter 1250

Ihis pateern is dark bands
of color on alight bolor

3 qround with little fiark
Squares and diagonals, and white
dots on the squares.

c.11%50

;5_ ‘Winchester Bible
é;é % 7 '1100°s
i

AN Jhis pattern is aold @)
onacolor ground,.

 English Diager Patcerns

Psalter <1260

| This pattern has 4

(| da1X grid and davK
little squa re/dots motif.

Jhe diaqomal lines are wwhite, on colox

ground.

Chicele Dreviary
early 15th C.
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perhags gold on @

color ground.
td Gt ,{}FE Psalaer of Alphonso
ot Gl Gt St 1285
e f} 4{; :‘3 Ihis pattern is bands %
i K b of color on o color ground| S
with qold (7Y motifs (outlines,not é,

solid shapes)

Psalter c 3150

, Apparently all So\xL

AwwoTK on 3 colored
7 ground.

XL X | Book of Hours
124X 1 ¢h
XXXX Dark grid om colored

ground, white X's»nd
dots.
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ABhIR]  S¢. Omer Psalter
o} .|.>(.l.,<.|.x

i(f)(.(- Il 1322’2‘;

. |- xlx‘-x',(

x .’-K .l-x - .‘

HxpxiXlx] Jhis pattern has a

dark grid with white motifs
(X snd ‘) all worked ona color

ground.

xlojx]ol*xlolso ’
olxjolx o o| x 4
eifelsobelel Fetersborough Bestmg
olxlolx]{olale C.

SElemieilsl e85

¢|Aolx]olelol Jhis pateern is o dark
Xio|xlolxjolxlo

o) xjol xIdlxjola

grid with white X%
ond 0’s all worked on a colored
ground.

X (I3 R X b..

D I A X .
e Petorsboroug Bestiary
L] o oo X ‘c.1315

Hixdal sei x D] x .

FEp XXk | Jhis pattern has s dark
B P I £ .
il xX IR grid wwath avhite
motifs () 311 worked on a color
ground..
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Stoteelslalals ¢ 1315

olo)o (-] =] -

dlofslolelole|o JhG?a{:ﬂerﬂ 1’1356

ojo Oolo} 0 N -
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ground with ~white 0's.

o ] . o Oo ‘ %l‘Pbon’so Psalcer
e hs KT 1289y
s labdo el Jhis patéenn

8PpeaTs Lo be all gold wwvork o
8 coloT gTound.

F

English Diaper Patcerns '@L\\?’}\WM 2% 2

‘\ ble of Richard T
ZONE ar
/\% Q > en; of Heh C.

RSPy Ihis pattern appears
% to be all gol& work on a
colored ground.

Bible of Richard I
end of IY¢th C. |

his pattern is appar-
@ ently all gold work on
a color ground.

: ‘ Book of Hours
K] X 4¢h C,

| XX Jhis petternhas a dar¥

qricl with white motifs (X,

sy

N5 to be gold AvvorTK o
color ground.
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Arundel Psalter
pre~ 1300
Shis motif appears to
be gold lines on color

N
N

ground with

fnglish Diaper Patterus
IR Arund l Psalter
X x f:é ii pree,‘.IBOO e: e Acundel Psalter
Pl , FAMES FS pre 1300
kbbbl DatK grid on a color LR T . )
RIEIRERE ;:‘ ground with white NI MEIN Ohis patternis adark
motifs CX). grid ona color ground
with white motifs ().
|
AL Arundd Psalter ' k
NP Pre~1300 A EVENE Arundel Psalter !
) % A - :
AN Dhis Ppattern is 2 datk = ; 1P pre~1300
o[ 0] grid on a color ground. ; Ihis patternhas a dark |
One motif - x i 1:‘5“1{ and the o o gftd and white TnOt‘i:FSl :
other onex 1s dark., =L, and T,

Jhis pattern seems to
3 be gold linesona color )

Arundel Psalter
pre~ 1300

» datker color in the

calor ground
$t. Omar Psalter  thisone has 3
¢. 1330 ground of al-

ernating light amd dari colored F
rquatres. WortkKed in white on top '

;‘, ground.

>< . petal shapes.
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